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ABOUT 212 MAGAZINE 

212 is a biannual magazine published in for the first time on Spring 2016. Based out of Istanbul, it is published 
and distributed internationally. It contains short fiction and long-form reportage; distinctive photo essays and 
revealing interviews. Even though it was born in the city where east meets west (as the love-worn cliche 
goes), the magazine seeks to transcend the loaded dichotomies of Istanbul’s favourite 
metaphor, and extends its gaze far beyond the region.Each issue is centred around a 
loose theme to provide an inclusive space for ideas and perspectives to 
mix without prejudice and better interrogate social, artistic 
and cultural phenomena from the region and 
around the world. 
                                                          

A BOUT 212       STUDIO 

              212 Studio is a full service production and artist management 
agency, representing photographers, stylists, set designers, creative directors, 

illustrators and filmmakers. With over a decade of experience in the industry, we offer a 
professional and boutique service and our solution-oriented staff strive relentlessly to produce work of 

the  highest quality.  



ABOUT 212 PHOTOGRAPHY FESTIVAL 

212 International Photography Festival, the first major photo event 
from 212 Studio, to be put on in partnership with Leica and bomontiada,  
will bring together a variety artistic minds to showcase their latest work. 

The festival, to be held on May 11th-13th in Istanbul, is about a shared language: photography. This is a 
new step toward creating a local and international platform, one which uses and celebrates shared 
photographic vocabularies. The festival will play host to a solo show from world-renowned artist Hellen van 
Meene.   

Julia Fullerton-Batten, a German artist known for being a perspective magician at the very apex of her career, 
and  Alicia Moneva, an enigmatic talent from Spain, will also have solo exhibits. They will be joined 
by Eastreet, one of Eastern Europe’s most successful photography promotion initiatives. There will also be 
workshops, talks, and a group exhibition of young Turkish talents.  

The 212 Photography Festival will also distinguish itself through an international photography competition 
with a €5,000 prize. All entries must be received by May 1, 2018 at 23:59 GMT. For 
more details please see the festival website. 



HELLEN VAN MEENE 
Leica Gallery, May 11th- June 2th 

For the last 20 years, Hellen van Meene (b. 1972) has ranked among the world’s top photographers. Her 
highly distinctive style and timeless, intimate images of young girls on the brink of adulthood have 
attracted international acclaim. Solo shows and group exhibitions have won her admirers in places as far 
away as Japan, Korea and the US. 

Hellen van Meene career took off in a big way immediately after her graduation from the Rietveld 
Academie (Amsterdam) in 1996. Following various group exhibitions and a solo show at the Paul 
Andriesse gallery in Amsterdam, her international breakthrough came with a solo exhibition at the 
Photographers’ Gallery in London. Since then, her work has been acquired by major museums in the 
Netherlands and around the world. Collections in which it can now be found include those of the 
Gemeentemuseum Den Haag, Victoria & Albert Museum (London) and MoMA (New York). 

Van Meene’s unique style is characterized by the timeless and mysterious atmosphere in her images and by her consistent use of natural light. Due to the 
crucial importance of lighting in her photographs, but also because of the particular way she stages her pictures of adolescent girls, her work is sometimes 
compared with that of major painters of the past, from Botticelli and Velázquez through to the Pre-Raphaelites of the nineteenth century. 
Van Meene draws her models – often young girls – from her immediate social circle or spots them in the street. She doesn’t care who the girl is or where she 
comes from. For that reason, she deliberately refrains from titling her photographs; the identity of the subject is irrelevant. The photographic image 
represents a mere moment in time, carefully staged by the photographer; the subject may look quite different the next day – especially if she is a girl in an 
‘in-between phase’, hovering on the brink of adulthood. Time flies by. What remains is a timeless image that frequently offers no clue as to whether it was 
produced at the start of Van Meene’s career or just this year. 
www.hellenvanmeene.com

FESTIVAL PROGRAMEXHIBITIONS

http://hellenvanmeene.com
http://hellenvanmeene.com


 

EASTREET 4 
bomontiada Block C 4th Floor 
May 11-13 
Eastreet is one of the biggest initiatives 
promoting documentary photography from 
Eastern Europe. So far over 30.000 photos 
were submitted all the editions by authors 
from around the world. 
The best photos selected by a group of 
Curators are being presented in a form of a 
gallery exhibition, as well as an additional 
outdoor installation in the Lublin’s city 
centre. 
www.eastreet.eu

ALICIA MONEVA 
bomontiada Block C 4th Floor 
May 11-13 
Alicia was born and lives in Madrid. When 
she finished her studies of Biological 
Sciences at the Complutense University, she 
started her professional career working with 
several architects. She did a pictorial 
interpretation of the projects, most of them 
were related to urban planning. Her first 
approach to art was oil painting. This 
determines the way in which she shows us 
her world, in which the shadow is essential, 
almost as much as the light. 
www.aliciamoneva.com 

JULIA FULLERTON-BATTEN 
bomontiada Block C 4th Floor  
May 11-13 
Julia Fullerton-Batten is a worldwide 
a c c l a i m e d a n d e x h i b i t e d f i n e - a r t 
photographer. Her body of work now 
encompasses twelve major projects 
spanning a decade of engagement in the 
field. 
Julia admits to a pronounced semi-
autobiographical influence in much of her 
earlier work, often falling back on 
recollections of her own early and teenage 
years, living in Germany, the USA and the 
UK, her parent’s divorce, and her own early 
relationships. Her more recent projects 
consider social issues, frequently covering 
controversial subject matter. 
www.juliafullerton-batten.com

EXHIBITIONS

http://www.eastreet.eu
http://www.aliciamoneva.com
http://www.eastreet.eu
http://www.aliciamoneva.com


EXHIBITIONS
YOUNG LOCAL TALENT GROUP SHOW 
CAN DAĞARSLANI /  OLGAÇ BOZALP / SİNAN TUNCAY

Each year the 212 Photography Festival will host Young Local Talents – an exhibition space dedicated to promoting 
emerging local talents from the contemporary photography scene.  
For the first edition of the Festival, we have curated a selection of young local artists who possess both a solid mastery of 
their technique and an undeniable hunger and potential to grow. The selection is intentionally multi-disciplinary and 
promotes young artists who, although they present various aesthetic approaches, all pose coherent questions with their 
work and produce consistently high quality pieces.  
The idea is not only to have young contemporary artists exhibiting their works during the Festival, but also allowing the 
artists to benefit from the network formed by the community of the festival and bring them into contact with various key 
players from the contemporary photography world. 

For more about the artists , please visit the website. 

THE  GROUP  SHOW 
 
The full selection of work 
connects themes concerning 
identity and space, perception 
and subtle expression. The 
works will be positioned to bring 
them into a dialogue – a delicate 
balance that fluctuates between 
reflection and emotion. 

Sinan Tuncay Can Dağarslanı

Olgaç Bozalp



Cyanotype Workshop  
with Burcu Böcekler 

Cyanotype is a solar printing process 
that does not require camera and is 
popularly used to make contact prints. 
First employed by John Frederick 
William Herchel (1792-1871) in 1842, 
the technique is perhaps best known 
from its use in Anna Atkins’ (1799-1871) 
book of plant photograms, Photographs 
of British Algae: Cyanotype Impressions. 
Today, many contemporary photographers see solar printing techniques as a new tool for 
creative expression. Producing blue-tinted photographs, cyanotypes, like all ferric 
alternative print techniques, have a low sensitivity to light and thus require long exposures. 
The prints are developed in natural sunlight or under UV lighting, and the technique is 
usually seen as best suited for contact prints and photograms. 
The participants of the workshop will learn about the history of cyanotyping and be 
exposed to examples from its invention up through contemporary artists. Furthermore, 
workshop will teach participants about the practical aspects of cyanotype printing. The 
participants will also have the opportunity to carry out the process themselves.

Portfolio Reviews will take place in-person 
during the 212 Photography Festival at 
bomontiada on May 12-13. For up-to-date 
information, please like our  Facebook page, to 
join our mailing list, subscribe at the bottom of 
this page. 

The Portfolio Review is aimed at committed 
photographers with a developed and serious 
approach to their work. Recent graduates are 
welcome. To make an appointment, please 
contact us through our website’s contact page 
and choose the ‘Portfolio Review’ option. We 
have an automatic mailing system that allows us 
to process your application quickly. Reviews are 
booked on a first come, first served basis. 
We advise you look through our reviewers 
carefully and make a preference-ranked list of at 
least three people who you would like to meet 
with so that we can schedule you as soon as you 
submit. 

Once you’ve sent us an e-mail via our contact 
page with your application and preferred list of 
reviewers, we will get back to you shortly with 
your booking information including the name of 
your reviewer and the duration of your review, 
alongside the review date and time. Please keep 
an eye on our website and our Facebook page for 
more info. 

PORTFOLIO REVIEWS WORKSHOPS

https://www.facebook.com/212photographyfestival%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://212photographyfestival.com/en/portfolio-review/%22%20%5Cl%20%22mc4wp_form_widget-2
https://www.facebook.com/212photographyfestival%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://212photographyfestival.com/en/portfolio-review/%22%20%5Cl%20%22mc4wp_form_widget-2


Pinhole For Kids, Pinhole Camera Workshop 
with Şenay Yaşar Çelikcan 

When you make a pinhole in a totally dark room, you can transfer the outside image to the 
room’s opposite wall as an upside-down image. When we place a light-sensitive bromide 
paper or film on the wall, we transfer the image on paper. We call this simple machine a 
pinhole camera. 

Pinhole workshop to be held with İğne Deliğinden Dünya Project Team, we will produce 
handmade cameras. Participants will keep pinhole cameras created with a 35mm-
photographic film, a matchbox, adhesive tape and scissors. 

WORKSHOPS

MORE WORKSHOPS, TALKS AND THE FILM PROGRAMME WILL BE ANNOUNCED SHORTLY. 

THE COMPLETE DAILY PROGRAM WILL BE ANNOUNCED SHORTLY.  
FOR UPDATES, PLEASE SEE THE WEBSITE. 



PHOTOGRAPHY ON FILM

STILLEBEN (STILL LIFE) 
Director: Harun Farocki 
56 minutes 
Turkish and English subtitles 
According to Harun Farocki, photographers 
working in advertising today are, in a way, 
continuing the tradition of 17th-century Flemish 
painters through the way they depict objects taken 
from everyday life – the "still life". The filmmaker 
illustrates this intriguing hypothesis with three 
documentary sequences, showing photographers 
at work creating contemporary "still lifes": a 
cheese-board, beer glasses, and an expensive 
watch. 

FOTO: OSTKREUZ 
Director: Maik Reichert (2015) 
89 minutes  
Shortly after the fall of the Berlin Wall, seven 
photographers from East Germany founded 
their own agency, OSTKREUZ, in 1990. The 
basic idea was to create a collective that would 
grant them security in authorship. Soon, 
Ostkreuz became the most important photo 
agency in Germany. Now, they have 18 members 
from East and West. One thing still unites them: 
a h u m a n i s t i c w o r l d v i e w . B e r l i n - b a s e d 
filmmaker Maik Reichert followed Ostkreutz 
for several years while making this film. His film 
tells the photographers' story, with and without 
the Wall. 

HOW TO MAKE A BOOK WITH STEIDL 
Director: Jörg Adolph ve Gereon Wetzel (2010) 
88 minutes 
For 40 years, Gerhard Steidl has combined the 
roles of printer and publisher, resolved to 
personally check each sheet leaving his printing 
shop in Göttingen. This perfectionism, combined 
with an unconditional love of books, a deep 
appreciation of traditional printing craft, and a 
commitment to the quality standards of 
manufacturing (in the original sense of the word, 
with works made by hand), has brought him 
worldwide attention. The most internationally 
renowned photographic artists vie for the 
opportunity to collaborate with Steidl, to conceive 
and produce the perfect publication with him.

This brief selection of documentaries brings together films that shed light onto the art of photography,  thanks to the kind support of the Goethe-Institut 
Istanbul. All screenings are free of charge and will be presented at bomontiada Block C, 4th floor. Please make note of subtitle availability for each film. 
Screening times will be announced shortly. This event is presented in collaboration with the Goethe-Institut Istanbul.



INTERNATIONAL 212 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING THE RULES AND CONDITIONS,  
ENTRY FORM AND FAQ, PLEASE SEE THE FESTIVAL WEBSITE. 

ABOUT THE COMPETITION 

The 212 Photography Competition is a fully independent body, run by 212 Studio and showcasing the best up-and-coming talents of 
the year from the country, region and around the world. Our team administers a series of photography prizes that call for the very best 
in photography. 

OUR CONCEPT IS A HYBRID OF AN INCLUSIVE, CREATIVE COMPETITION TWINNED WITH A PASSION FOR 
INDEPENDENT PUBLISHING AND PHOTOGRAPHY. By choosing to enter the 212 Photography Competition, you gain the 
benefit of the prestige and international exposure that comes from entering a competition of this scope. Our aim is to transform the 
competition into a cultural and artistic tradition that comes out of Istanbul. 

THE COMPETITION IS DESIGNED TO WELCOME WORK FROM PROFESSIONAL AND AMATEUR 
PHOTOGRAPHERS OF ALL AGES AND ALL NATIONS, TAKEN ON ANY CAMERA. 



    FIRST PRIZE 

€5000 
 (paid by direct electronic bank transfer) 

+ 
  Leica CL camera 

+  
Leica ELMARIT-TL 18 mm f/2.8 ASPH lens 

+ 
Certificate 

(Letter of thanks from the 212 Committee) 
 A professional portfolio review of your work 

Exposure on 212 Magazine 

SHORTLIST PRIZE 
Certificate 

Letter of thanks from the 212 Committee to the 10 
shortlisted participants

TIMELINE 
1ST MAY ENTRIES CLOSE  

2ND MAY JUDGING BEGINS 
7TH MAyANNOUNCEMENT 

13TH MAY WINNER ANNOUNCED 

PRIZES



HELLEN VAN MEENE 
Head of Jury 
Photographer 
Alkmaar, Netherlands 
Artist Hellen van Meene (Alkmaar, Netherlands, 1972) is known for her (mostly) square photographic portraits of 
teenage girls. Her work was first exhibited in 1996 and has been shown around the world since then. Her photos are in the 
collection of many museums, incl. Guggenheim NYC & MoMA. She lives and works in Heiloo and her subjects now 
include still lifes, dogs and other animals. She is represented by Gallery Koyanagi in Tokyo, Japan and Yancey 
Richardson Gallery New York, NY, USA. 

                                                                                                                                                                                              JULIA FULLERTON-BATTEN 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Photographer 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Bremen, Germany 
Julia Fullerton-Batten is a worldwide acclaimed and exhibited fine-art photographer. Her body of work now encompasses 
twelve major projects spanning a decade of engagement in the field. Julia’s use of unusual locations, highly creative settings,               
street-cast models, accented with cinematic lighting are hallmarks of her very distinctive style of photography. 

 ALICIA MONEVA 
 Photographer 
 Madrid, Spain 
Alicia Moneva is a photographer and artist based in Madrid, Spain. With her works she explores what it means to be a 
human being, an individual and a part of society. Inspired by the deep studies of human nature and history of art, she 
immerses the viewer into the uncanny world of unconscious and interpersonal, at the same time giving a lot of space for 
her images’ interpretation. 

JURY



                                                                                                                                                                                                             TOMASZ KULBOWSKI 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Photographer 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Lublin, Poland 
Tomasz Kulbowski  is a documentary photographer interested in exploring the interaction between the people and 
environment, the private space and public space. In constant search of the moments, which can transform ordinary 
everyday scenes into unique short stories. Born in 1975, lived and worked in London and Sydney, currently based in 
Lublin, Poland. His work has been published, exhibited and awarded worldwide, including the International Street 
Photography Award shortlist. Recipient of the President of Lublin City scholarship. Originator and director of the 
annual Eastreet exhibition and publication, presenting street photography from Eastern Europe. Contributor and tutor 
of  WorkshopX. Educator and promoter of street and documentary photography. Member of the  Un-Posed  street 
photography collective. 

           METİN GÜRSOY 
                 Founder and Creative Director at Metin Gursoy Brand Management & Marketing  

Istanbul, Turkey 
For the past twelve years, Metin Gürsoy’s public relations firm has showcased Metin’s unique mix of high-energy, charisma 
and style. With a background that spans the range from intercultural program coordination (last years in his college years) to 
television and media to fashion marketing, Metin has created a niche for himself and his company based on both his ability to 
seek and set trends and also an acute sense of how to share his insights and innovations with the wider world.In August 2003, 
he founded his own P.R., marketing and brand consultancy firm. Headquartered in Istanbul, METINGURSOY Brand 
Management & Marketing has quickly become one of the most recognized and sought after firms in the industry. He was 
behind behind the sensational launch of the Apple iPod in Turkey and, since then, his brand management portfolio has 
included such major brands as Absolut, Hermès, Davidoff and Jotun. Recently, he has been managing his company and 
focusing on Hermès’s P.R. and marketing activities in the Turkey. He is also teaching brand  
positioning and management at ESMOD International School of Fashion in Istanbul. 



PIA ENTENMANN 
Curator at Tarabya Cultural Academy, Goethe Institut 
Germany 
Pia works at the Goethe-Institut Istanbul since April 2017 and is in her function as curator heading the programme 
section of the Tarabya Cultural Academy. The residency programme run by the German Embassy in Ankara is aimed at 
artists of all sectors and promotes the interaction between German and Turkish artists. Pia has been working for the 
Goethe-Insitut since 2011, starting in its programmes department in Brussels, where she was responsible for the areas 
Film and Theater. She then worked in Paris as networking coordinator and was responsible for nation-wide art projects in 
France. Before moving to Turkey, Pia was personal adviser to the President of the Goethe-Institut in the Headquarters in 
Munich for three years. During her studies of Romance languages and literature and history at the University of Stuttgart 
and the Paul Valery University of Montpellier, she was a freelance journalist for various newspapers in Germany. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 OSCAR FUCHS 
                                                 Board member, Doğuş Fotoğraf ve Kamera Ekipmanları A.Ş. Doğuş Photography and Camera Equipments 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Istanbul, Turkey 
Born in 1969 in Istanbul, Oskar Fuchs went to university in Switzerland after his graduation from the Deutsche Schule, a private German-medium 
 high school in Istanbul. In 1992, Fuchs joined his family-owned business, FUCHS Chemicals, where he has held a variety positions over the years.  

Currently, he’s the CEO. Fuchs developed an enduring interest for photography in high school. He’s studied art and photography extensively,  
has masters degree in art history. In addition to his important painting collection, he is a major collector of photography. Fuchs is the mastermind 

 of Ara Güler and Doğuş Group’s collaboration, as well as a board member of Doğuş Photography and Camera Equipments. In addition to Turkish,  
his mother tongue, he speaks German, English and Greek. He is also the author of several books on photography. 

NAFİZ KARADERE 
Chairman of bomontiada 
Istanbul, Turkey 
A graduate of Ankara University’s School of Political Science, Nafiz Karadere worked as a senior executive at Garanti 
Bank before becoming vice president in 1999. Karadere retired from Garanti in 2016, but has stayed active: in 2017, he was 
a board member in DMS; chairman of Pozitif Müzik. chairman of Mobilet; chairman of Doğuş Yeni Girişim ; and chairman 
of bomontiada. Karadere is very active in philanthropy, and he is the chairman of Garanti Kültür, (SALT), vice-chairman 
of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Turkey, and vice-chairman of ÖRAV (Teacher Academy Foundation). 



For general questions about the festival that you cannot find on our 
site, please contact contact@212photographyfestival.com  

For competition related requests or questions contact: 
competition@212photographyfestival.com 

For media requests, please contact 
studio@212photographyfestival.com  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       ÇAĞLA SARAÇ 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                Art Consultant, Doğuş Group 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Istanbul, Turkey 
Born in Ankara in 1970, Çağla Saraç graduated from Beyoğlu Anatolian High School in 1987. Studying at Boğaziçi 
University and Concordia University, Saraç earned her bachelors degree in history before going on to do her masters at the 
Museum Education department of Ankara University’s Graduate School of Social Science. 
Saraç taught art history, relations between art and culture, curatorial studies, and Turkish modern art from 2000 to 2015 as 
instructor at fine arts department at Bilkent University’s School of Fine Arts, Design, and Architecture. She helped arrange a 
variety of exhibitions and workshops with Turkish and foreign artists and art students. She has developed and implemented 
school- and museum-focused educations programs for groups with learning difficulties. Saraç has additionally worked on 
subjects as diverse as Turkish “Village Institutes”, Byzantine art, and cultural heritage protection and development. She is 
currently an art consultant at Doğuş Group. 

In partnership with  

212 Photography Festival takes place in 
bomontiada and Leica Gallery. 
Admission to the festival is free. Some 
workshops may be subject to a fee. Both 
locations are wheelchair accessible. 

bomontiada 

Merkez Mah., Silahşör Cad., Birahane Sok. Tarihi bomonti Bira Fabrikası No:1, 
34384 Şişli/İstanbul 

Open Monday-Sunday 10AM – 4PM 

T +90212 230 21 62 

mailto:contact@212photographyfestival.com
mailto:studio@212photographyfestival.com
mailto:contact@212photographyfestival.com
mailto:studio@212photographyfestival.com

